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Internship Description
Duration: 3 months (July/August – September/October 2026)
Location: Office near Gare Centrale, Brussels (with some possible travel across Belgium for fieldwork)
Host Organization: Environmental Resources Management
Supervisor: Charline Kaplan (Senior Consultant), charline.kaplan@erm.com
Context
The internship will take place within a major soil and groundwater remediation project in Belgium, addressing historical contamination by chlorinated solvents. The project combines advanced technologies such as Steam Enhanced Extraction (SEE) and pump & treat systems, while exploring nature-based solutions like phytoremediation to improve sustainability. Current activities include post-remediation monitoring, risk assessment, and design of long-term strategies aligned with environmental best practices.
Objectives
The internship aims to apply academic knowledge to real-world environmental challenges, focusing on sustainability and remediation technologies. Key objectives include:
Sustainability Assessment of Remediation Technologies
Evaluate the environmental footprint of the SEE process and the current pump & treat system.
Compare these methods with the planned phytoremediation approach using life-cycle thinking and sustainability indicators.
Microbial Insights via Biotraps
Investigate microbial communities in the post-SEE remediation phase using biotraps.
Assess potential for bioaugmentation or natural attenuation strategies to support long-term site recovery.
Expected Deliverables
A comparative sustainability report on remediation technologies.
A short technical note summarizing microbial findings and recommendations for future remediation phases.
Profile
Strong analytical and research skills
Autonomous and proactive in managing tasks.
Interest in sustainability, remediation technologies, and microbiology.
Proficiency in English is a plus (meetings may be in English).
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